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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to Amendment filed on October-28-2005, claim 1 5 has been cancelled per 
applicant's request. Claims 1-14, and 16-27 are presently pending in the application. 

2. Claim rejections sunder 35 USC § 101 35 USC § 1 12 and has been overcome by 
applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 19, lines 1, the recitation of "the predetermined signal" is indefinite. A broad 
limitation discloses in preceding claim 18 providing the optionally of selection one of 
occurrence, perhaps the limitaion of "the predetermined signal". Now, in claim 19, a narrow 
selection limitation that falls within the broad limitation is disclosed and hence considered 
indefinite, since the resulting claim does not clearly set forth the metes and bounds of the patent 
protection desired. See MPEP § 2173.05(c). The Board stated that this can render a claim 
indefinite by raising a question or doubt as to whether the feature introduced by such language is 
(a) merely exemplary of the remainder of the claim, and therefore not required, or (b) a required 
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feature of the claims. Note also, for example, the decisions of Ex parte Steigewald, 131 
USPQ 74 (Bd. App. 1961); Ex parte Hall, 83 USPQ 38 (Bd. App. 1948); and Ex parte Hasche, 
86 USPQ 481 (Bd. App. 1949). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-2, 5-7, 13-14, 16-21, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Manning (U.S. Patent No. 6,963,640 Bl). 

As to claim 1, Manning discloses a method of search-by-number, comprising: 

determining in a device whether a digit or wildcard has been entered in the device by a 
user for each entry until a first digit is entered by the user (See column 6, lines 4-14); 

searching any numbers stored in the device to form a match list including any stored 
numbers matching a sequence of digits and wildcards entered by the user in response to the user 
entering the first digit (See column 8, lines 1-15, also see column 6, lines 28-46); 

determining in the device whether another digit or another wildcard has been entered in 
the device by the user for each additional entry until another digit is entered by the user in 
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response to the user not selecting any numbers in the a previous match list (See column 8, lines 
1-15); and 

searching the previous match list to form a new match list including any numbers 
matching a current sequence of digits and wildcards entered by the user in response to at least 
entry by the user being a digit (See column 3, lines 1-23). 

As to claim 2, Manning discloses comprising displaying each match list (See column 5, 
lines 22-26). 

As to claim 5, Manning discloses comprising displaying the match list in a predetermined 
order (See column 5, lines 51-53). 

As to claim 6, Manning discloses comprising displaying the match list in an order 
corresponding to a position of the sequence of digits and wildcards in any stored numbers (See 
column 6, lines 39-46). 

As to claim 7, Manning discloses comprising displaying the new match list in response to 
the new match list being formed (See column 7, lines 27-36, a new list is different from original 
list). 



As to claim 13, Manning discloses a method of searching-by-number, comprising: 
receiving in a device a first entry by a user (See column 8, lines 1-4); 
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receiving an additional entry, if the first entry is a wildcard (See column 8, lines 1-15); 

repeating receiving an additional entry until a digit is received (See column 3, lines 1-23); 

searching any stored numbers to form a match list including any of the stored numbers 
with a digit in a first position and higher order positions in a sequence of digits forming each 
stored number (See column 5, lines 12-40, wherein "highest order" reads on starting the search 
by first digit entered and having certain priority rules stored in the database); and 

searching the match list for numbers matching a sequence of entered digits and wildcards 
in response to receiving each additional entry that is a digit (See column 8, lines 1-15). 

As to claim 14, Manning discloses further comprising displaying the match list (See 
column 5, lines 22-26). 

As to claim 16, Manning discloses comprising displaying a new match list including any 
numbers matching the sequence of entered digits and wildcards from a previous match list (See 
column 3, lines 18-23). 

As to claim 17, Manning discloses comprising receiving additional entries until a 
predetermined number of digits and wildcards are entered (See column 6, lines 39-63). 

As to claim 18, Manning discloses comprising ending the method in response to the 
occurrence of one of: 

receiving a predetermined signal; 
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failing to match any numbers in the match list; and 

receiving a predetermined number of digits and wildcards (See column 6, lines 39-63). 
As to claim 19, Manning discloses wherein receiving the predetermined signal comprises 

one of: 

selecting a number from the match list; and 

receiving a clear or end signal (See column 8, lines 49-55). 

As to claim 20, Manning discloses a device including a search-by-number feature, 
comprising: 

a processor to search any stored numbers in response to receiving the at least one digit or 
a sequence of digits and wildcards and to form a match list in response to any stored numbers 
matching the at least one digit or sequence of digits and wildcards (See column 5, lines 12-40); 

means for receiving an additional entry (See column 8, lines 1-15); 

means for repeating receiving an additional entry until a digit is received (See column 8, 
lines 1-15); 

means for searching the match list for numbers matching a sequence of entered digits and 
wildcards (See column 7, lines 6-13). 



As to claim 21, Manning discloses comprising a display to display the match list (See 
column 5, lines 22-26). 
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As to claim 25, Manning discloses a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method, comprising: 

receiving at least one digit or a sequence of digits and wildcards (See column 5, lines 12- 
40); and 

searching any numbers stored in a device to form a match list including any stored 
numbers matching the at least one digit or the sequence of digits and wildcards; 
receiving any additional entries (See column 8, lines 1-15); 

repeating receiving any additional entries until a digit is received (See column 8, lines 1- 
15); and 

searching the match list for numbers matching a sequence of entered digits and wildcards 
(See column 6, lines 39-63, also see column 7, lines 6-13). 

As to claim 26, Manning discloses comprising displaying the match list (See column 5, 
lines 22-26). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 3, 8, 1 1-12, and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Manning (U.S. Patent No. 6,963,640 Bl) in view of Haavisto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,864,603). 

As to claims 3, and 23, Manning does not teach comprising ending the search in response 
to one of: 

no stored numbers matching the sequence of digits and wildcards; 
a displayed number being selected; 

a predetermined time period elapsing without an action by a user; 

a predetermined number of digits or digits and wildcards being entered; and 

a user aborting the search. 

Haavisto et al. teaches comprising ending the search in response to one of: 
no stored numbers matching the sequence of digits and wildcards; 
a displayed number being selected; 

a predetermined time period elapsing without an action by a user (See Haavisto et al. 
column 2, lines 54-57); 

a predetermined number of digits or digits and wildcards being entered; and 

a user aborting the search (See Haavisto et al. column 2, lines 51-54). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to having end the searching by either one of the listed methodologies since it 
is well known in the art a search will come to an end in many formats producing best match 
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results for example by a predetermined time period elapsing without an action by a user (See 
Haavisto et al. column 4, lines 31-33). 

As to claim 8, Manning does not teach comprising displaying only one stored number of 
a group of stored numbers in each match list that are variations of a same phone number. 

Haavisto et al. teaches comprising displaying only one stored number of a group of stored 
numbers in each match list that are variations of a same phone number (See Haavisto et al. 
column 7, lines 40-49, also see Haavisto et al. column 8, lines 26-36). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to displaying only one stored number of a group of stored numbers in each 
match list that are variations of a same phone number since it is well known the numbers can be 
matching up to the very last digit in order to have exact match (See Haavisto et al. column 2, 
lines 26-32). 

As to claim 11, Manning does not teach comprising entering the at least one digit or 
sequence of digits and wild cards by voice recognition. 

Haavisto et al. teaches comprising entering the at least one digit or sequence of digits and 
wild cards by voice recognition (See Haavisto et al. column 2, lines 40-44, also see Haavisto et 
al column 3, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to entering the at least one digit or sequence of digits and wild cards by 
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voice recognition since it provides convenience and ease of operation while driving for example 
(See Haavisto et al. column 1, lines 26-43). 

As to claim 12, Manning does not teach comprising selecting a search-by-number feature 
from a menu by voice activation. 

Haavisto et al. teaches comprising selecting a search-by-number feature from a menu by 
voice activation (See Haavisto et al. column 3, lines 1-5). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to selecting a search-by-number feature from a menu by voice activation 
since it provides convenience and ease of operation while driving for example (See Haavisto et 
aL column 1, lines 26-43). 

As to claim 24, Manning does not teach wherein the at least one data storage device 
comprises at least one of: 

a call list, a missed call list and a phonebook. 

Haavisto et al. teaches wherein the at least one data storage device comprises at least one 

of: 

a call list, a missed call list and a phonebook (See Haavisto et al. column 7, lines 22-30, 
also see Haavisto et al. column 8, lines 17-23). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to wherein the at least one data storage device comprises at least one 
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of: a call list, a missed call list and a phonebook since it is well known in the art that any of those 
storage devices are part of the telephone set. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 4, 9-10, 22, and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
bur would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14, and 16-27 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure 

Rapaport et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,192,1 12 Bl) teaches voice response system. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Neveen Abel^lil 
January 23, 2006 



